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1. GOMR HAS GIVEN ITS REMOVAL REQUEST NO PUBLICITY WHATSOEVER. 
MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIALS WITH WHOM MATTER HAS BEEN 
DISCUSSED HAVE NOT SAID IN SO MANY WORDS THAT REMOVAL OF AIR- 
CRAFT WILL NEVER BE PUBLICIZED, HOWEVER, THEY HAVE GIVEN EVERY 
OTHER INDICATION THAT GOMR INTENDS TO CONTINUE HANDLE MATTER 
COMPLETELY DISCREETLY. THERE IS ALWAYS POTENTIAL DANGER THAT 
PRESS WILL LEARN OF PLANE'S DEFINITE DEPARTURE AND ASK QUEST- 
IONS OF GOVT AS WELL AS OF EMBASSY. AS INDICATED REFTEL B, EMB- 
ASSY INTENDS IN SUCH EVENTUALITY TO STATE PLANE BEING WITH- 
DRAWN BECAUSE THERE ARE HIGHER PRIORITY NEEDS FOR IT ELSE- 
WHERE. WE BELIEVE GOVT IS PREPARED TO HANDLE IN SAME VEIN. 

BEING ABLE SAY THAT PLANE DEPARTING TO SUPPORT DROUGHT RELIEF OPS 
WOULD FIT EMBASSY TANANARIVE OBJECTIVES BEAUTIFULLY. 
MENDENHALL 
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